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Executive Director Corner 
 

Dear Residents, Family, and Friends,  

 

Happy New Year, 2022!   

 

As I reflect on 2021… it will be a year to remember! The 

commonality between us all is Orchards of Minnetonka. Some call it 

home, while others call it their workplace. We have all created an 

excellent environment to live, work and visit. Many great 

relationships have been developed and I could not be happier with 

the “family” we have created.  
 

Gratitude is a word that comes to mind when reviewing 

this past month’s activities. As we hope to live a life of grace and 
gratefulness, it is important to thank those who have been so good 

to us! A very sincere thanks to each resident and family member 

who donated to our Employee Appreciation Fund. Donations were 

beyond our expectations. We will host in January a fun-filled party 

where employees will receive gifts and will enjoy a catered meal.  It 

is also with gratitude that we thank you for entrusting your loved 

ones to us as a partnership in care. 

 

Our Elegant Dinner with our residents was wonderful. We rejoiced in 

the true meaning of the holiday season and are blessed to have your 

loved ones be a reason for that. Orchards of Minnetonka welcomed 

many talented musicians who provided joyful melodies throughout 

our community; what a festive month with all the trees and wreath! 

We continue to do our best to keep your loved ones entertained, 

and active with exercise, music, activities, church and projects. They 

bring such joy to our staff and we encourage families to continue to 

visit. 

 

As 2022 approaches, we are excited as to what the new year will 

bring. We are thrilled to have new families and neighbors to share 

our daily adventures. We remain thankful for all we do together to 

enhance the lives of those who are so precious to us. We are 

dedicated to enhancing quality of life for all our residents.   

 

We want to wish everyone a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

  

— Kylie Larson, Executive Director   

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating January 

 
Margie Resnick – January 2nd 

Kaare Faber – January 13th 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Quiche with Kylie 

Friday January 7th  at 10:30 am in the 

Bistro  
 

Resident Council  

Thursday January 13th at 3 pm in the 

Community Room 
 

Book Club 

Thursday January 13th  at 6:30 pm in 

the Fireside Lounge 
 

Coffee with the Chef 

Thursday January 21st  at 10:30 am in 

the Bistro 
 

Activities Feedback with Ross 

Monday January 31st at 1:30 pm in 

the Community Room   
 

Support Groups 
Monday 3rd 1:30 pm  - Caregiver 

Support Group 

Tuesday 4th 1:30 pm Vet Support 

Group 

Monday 10th 1:30 pm Grief and Loss 

Support Group  

Thursday 20th 3:30 pm Parkinson’s 

Support Group  
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A message from Chaplain Craig Simenson 

Sometimes residents ask me, “What is a chaplain?” 
Good question. Chaplains are much like pastors. But 

while pastors typically work within a congregation, 

chaplains might serve hospitals, schools, or the 

military. My job as a chaplain in Ebenezer senior 

living communities is to care for all residents and 

support their spiritual health needs. 

Residents at the Orchards of Minnetonka come from 

diverse faith traditions: Protestant, Catholic, Jewish 

and otherwise. As your chaplain, I work weekly 

alongside the Activities team to connect residents with 

the spiritual resources most meaningful to them across 

all of these different backgrounds. 

For you, the spiritual care that I offer might simply be 

the chance to talk or connect in the lobby or dining 

room, to hear your stories or maybe share with you my 

latest parenting adventures. 

I also lead weekly Christian chapel services that are 

“ecumenical” or open to Protestant or Catholic alike. 
For those who desire it, these services regularly 

include holy communion. Or you may join me for a 

weekly bible study, gratitude circle, or grief support 

group. 

Do you have more questions about what a chaplain 

does? Or is there more that the Orchards might do to 

support your spiritual and emotional health? Please let 

us know. 

The Rev. Craig F. Simenson 

Float Chaplain 

If your Birthday is not included in the Month’s Birthday 
Wishes and you would like to be included, please let 

Ross know.   Ross can only add the ones he knows he 

has permission to add. Thank you in advance! 

 

Ross Keveles  

Activities Director 

Direct: (952) 525-7205 

Email: ross.keveles@fairview.org                                

 

 
Service with a Smile  
 

We look forward to most holidays as a day off 
from work, but Martin Luther King Jr. Day on 
Monday, January 17, is considered a “day on, 
not a day off.” People all over the country are 
asked to volunteer in their communities on  
this National Day of Service.  
 

King’s legacy is one of selfless service for the 
betterment of society. He gave his life fighting 
for justice and equality for all Americans. To 
honor this sacrifice, spend Martin Luther King 
Day making an impact in your community. 
Volunteer to help clean up a local park or 
beach, act as a lunch monitor or crossing 
guard for a community school, or work at a 
soup kitchen or shelter to feed the homeless. If 
you are unsure what volunteering opportunities 
are available in your area, contact your local 
AmeriCorps chapter. AmeriCorps is a federal 
agency that mobilizes more than five million 
volunteers. Volunteerism not only helps your 
community but it also imparts volunteers  
with an incredible sense of accomplishment 
and satisfaction. 
 
 

                                                                 

Please stop by and say hello and 

get to know our newest 

residents….. 
 
 Move in Date        Name               Apartment # 
    1/11            Helen Lifson                APT 209 
   
    1/15     Bruce & Carol Hedblom  APT 218 
 
    1/17           Dennis Killian               APT 203 
 
    1/19      Karl & Judy Bottemiller   APT 337 
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Around the World in 72 Days 
 

In 1873, Jules Verne fascinated the world with  
his tale of a whirlwind trip around the world in  
80 days. In 1888, intrepid investigative journalist 
Nellie Bly proposed to turn fiction into fact when 
she suggested to her editor at the New York 
World newspaper that she would attempt her own 
circumnavigation of the globe. On January 25, 
1890, she arrived in New Jersey not only victorious 
but having completed her journey eight days 
faster than the heroes of Verne’s story. 
 
Bly was born Elizabeth Cochran. She adopted  
the pen name Nellie Bly when she became a 
columnist for the Pittsburgh Dispatch. But she 
soon became dissatisfied with her work as editors 
asked her to repeatedly write only fluff pieces for 
women readers. Bly headed to New York City 
looking for more serious work. She pretended  
to be mentally ill for 10 days to infiltrate a local 
mental hospital and detail the treatment of its 
patients. Her firsthand account was so fascinating 
that the New York World published her work as a 
six-part series. It made Bly famous and inspired  
a new sort of first-person news investigation  
known as investigative journalism. 

 
By the time Bly suggested her 
around-the-world trip, she had her 
editors’ full support, so there was no 
question that she would undertake 
the adventure. Bly’s proposition was 
so intriguing that a rival newspaper, 
the New York Cosmopolitan, 
sponsored a competing voyage  
for a female journalist of their own, 

Elizabeth Bisland. Bly did not get word of 
Bisland’s competing trip until she reached Hong 
Kong, and she promptly dismissed the challenge  
as a publicity stunt. Readers, however, were 
fascinated. Bly sent dispatches detailing her 
travels, which were printed in the paper. Readers 
participated in a paper-sponsored contest  
to guess the date of her arrival. Bly’s arrival  
home 72 days, six hours, and 11 minutes later 
established a new world record and bested her 
rival Bisland by over four days. Her adventure 
even inspired a board game for children.   

 

With Wintertime upon us and more people 

parking in the garage – Please make sure 

that you are parked straight in your spot to 

be courteous to others. 

Lisa Lee 

Director of Outreach and Sales 

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK LIKE THIS 
 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE FIRE DEPT 
 

The recent visit from Minnetonka Fire 
Department advised us to keep anything 

outside our unit, to be confined to the shelf. 
Please remove anything that is on the floor. 
This includes, but not limited to, decorations, 

chairs, and tables. If you have any questions or 
concerns, feel free to reach out to Jackson. 
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Cantor Deb’s Corner 
 

Due to a death in the family, my brother-in-law was 

out of town, and my sister was alone with a new 

puppy and some nasty winter weather. She and I 

decided to tackle a long-overdue project waiting for 

us in her basement. Two full-sized plastic totes full of 

family pictures by the thousands. Since we were free 

to make a mess, we made piles all over her kitchen 

table, separating the photographs into stacks, based 

on the subject being captured. What a nostalgic and 

meaningful task! We were able to see pictures of our 

mom and dad when they first started dating (she was 

14 years old in a prom dress!), and quite lovely. We 

compared different shots to figure out who a certain 

person might be based on who they were sitting next 

to at a dinner party, or by the shape of their face. We 

made corrections to a hand-written family tree that 

we thought was correct, and turned out to be wrong. I 

stared at the portraits of my great-grandma Rosie, 

and wondered what made her laugh and cry, and 

what kind of cook/mother she was. In Judaism, it is 

said that no one disappears after death, as long as 

there is someone to say Kaddish (the prayer honoring 

the dead). From now on, when I say Kaddish at a 

worship service, I will think about all these ancestors 

in the pictures, and I will lovingly write on the back of 

each one exactly who is pictured, and how they fit 

onto the tree. Remembering is our highest form of 

honor. May I be worthy of their heritage. 

Remember too, that I am available to visit with you 

anytime you’d like. My e-mail is dwinston@jfssp.org, 

or you can reach me through Ross 

Keveles                                                 

 With much love, Cantor Deb 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born from January 1–19 are 
Capricorn’s Goats. Like goats that perch on 
mountain crags, Capricorns are masters of  
self-control and responsibility. Intense focus 
and fortitude help them reach their goals. 
Those born from January 20–31 are the Water 
Bearers of Aquarius. Just as water gives life to 
the land, Aquarians are the humanitarians of 
the zodiac. Their heightened compassion and 
empathy compel them to help those in need.  
 

Betsy Ross (upholsterer) – Jan. 1, 1752 
Diane Keaton (actress) – Jan. 5, 1946 
Zora Neale Hurston (novelist) – Jan. 7, 1891 
Soupy Sales (comedian) – Jan. 8, 1926 
Max Roach (jazz drummer) – Jan. 10, 1924 
Jeff Bezos (Amazon exec) – Jan. 12, 1964 
Regina King (director) – Jan. 15, 1971 
Muhammad Ali (boxer) – Jan. 17, 1942 
Ernest Borgnine (actor) – Jan. 24, 1917 
Oprah Winfrey (talk show host) – Jan. 29, 1954 
Jackie Robinson (ballplayer) – Jan. 31, 1919 

January EVENTS  with  Vendors coming from the 
Community 

 
Thursday 6th  - Art  with Rock Paper Scissors – Tissue 

Paper Collage - 3pm in Gathering Room 
 

Tuesday 11th – Music - Michelle and Barbra -  Sing and 
play        Rogers and Hammerstein  - 1:30 pm 

Community Room 
 

Thursday 13th –  Music  - Dr. Charles Kemper  plays 
songs and sings at 1:30 pm – Community Room 

 

Thursday 13th – Resident Council – Resident Council  - 
3:00 pm - Community Room – Resident Led 

 

Friday 14th  - Religious – Shabbat Services with Deb 
from JFS – 10:00 am – Community Room 

 

Sunday 16th Music – Steve Roehm – Vibraphone – 1:30 
pm – Community Room  

 

Monday 17th  - Poetry/ Story Telling – Barbra 
McCormick – 1:30 pm  - Community Room 

 

Thursday 20th Birthday Party– Monthly Birthday Party  
- 2:30 pm Dining Room 

 

Monday 24th  - Music  - Amy and Adams - 1:30 pm  - 
Community Room 

 

Thursday 27th  - Music  - McPhail Music  -1:30 pm  
Community Room 

 

Friday 28th  - Art – Compass Arts – Artful Stories – Meet 
and Greet –10 am -  Gathering Room  
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